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Think Detroit PAL is the primary facilitator of youth sports opportunities in a geographically expansive city – which 
spans nearly 140 square miles and, according to Kids Count 2006, includes over 263,000 youth ages 0-17.  As a result of 
our collaborative model and partnership-oriented approach to program delivery, Think Detroit PAL is associated in some 
way with most of the city’s out-of-school youth athletic opportunities. 
 
Clean and safe facilities are of the highest values for Think Detroit PAL.  The logic is simple:  it is hard to tell kids you 
care about them when they are playing on overgrown fields, littered with broken glass and vandalized cars.   
 
As a result, Think Detroit PAL engages in regular maintenance of recreation facilities throughout Detroit.  Think Detroit 
PAL uses approximately 41 Detroit public recreation facilities.  In addition, the organization programs at 35 Detroit public 
schools and (both traditional and charter) within city limits.  The organization cut over 300 acres of grass weekly during 
2007 and 2008.  In addition, the organization schedules regular park maintenance at: 
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Because there is so much deferred maintenance at the city-owned facilities used by Think Detroit PAL, the organization 
also engages in full-scale field renovations and major improvements.  As a consequence, although not the core purpose of 
the organization, Think Detroit PAL has significant experience managing capital improvement projects.  Think Detroit 
PAL has engaged in (or is scheduled to soon begin) capital improvements of various sizes at the following  facilities in the 
City of Detroit: 
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