Developing the Student in Student-Athlete

Less than 6% of all high school student-athletes will go omata an athletic scholarship to play in
college. Far fewer, less than 0.5%, will go on to play prajasdly. This is a startling reality for the
thousands of students each year who unsuccessfully attempt tbeirsathletic ability to fuel their
futures. Given this, the importance of academic preparedmedse future success of student athletes is
significant—which is why Think Detroit PAL created the D. Dudtertt Student Athlete Resource
Center (SARC).

Detroit is plagued with a school system that is failing jts

students: only 21% of freshman who enter Detroit Puljlic

Schools graduate from the district in four years—the wdrst
graduation rate in the nation, according to a recent repoft of
the Council of Great City Schools. This helps to explgin

why 47% of the city is considered functionally illiterate,
according to a 2002 United Nations Report. Unfortunatgly,
students enrolled in Detroit charter schools are fairing Jlno
better: fewer than 25% of the 45,000 students enrolled in
Detroit charter schools scored proficient in state tegts.
Overall, Detroit charter schools academic scores app@s
as those of Detroit Public Schools.

The D. Duane Hurtt Student Athlete Resource Center

The aim of the SARC is to provide important academic sesuell students who participate in Think
Detroit PAL programs and fill some gaps created by the
struggling school system. Tutoring services aid children as
young as seven, and mentoring programs continue through
to high-school aged children. College planning services
serve as an important resource considering there is little
support in the high schools.

In addition to enhancing academic skills, leadership
training is available given to all student-athletes who to
help inspire an ethos of change in the community.

The D. Duane Hurtt Student Athlete Resource Center provides:

Academic assessments (contracted through a company that usksditeed tests to evaluate the grade
level at which the student is performing);

Workshops and seminars on topics ranging from academic skillsatacial aid to the college recruiting
process;

ACT/SAT test preparation classes (contracted);

College tours;

Tutoring services (contracted); and

Leadership training.




